The design of atmosphere: ego-nurture and psychic change in residential treatment.
This paper concerns the very special nature of Peper Harow, a residential establishment for disturbed young people. The paper explores the means by which adolescents become absorbed in, and are helped to identify with, the goals of a therapeutic community, and draws on symbols and metaphors from literature to illustrate the treatment process. Examples are given from the life of the community, and attempts are made to capture the atmosphere of a unique establishment.